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Mr. SHERIDAN reprobated the attack that had
just been made on his right honorable friend.    The
honorable   gentleman said,   he has concluded  the
most extraordinary  and most unprovoked libel I
ever heard in this house, by protesting that he had
felt himself invincibly called upon to  utter every
word that he had said.   Whence or of what nature,
whether political or fanatical, are the calls which so
invincibly govern that honorable gentleman's con-
duct, I neither regard nor inquire; but this I am
sure of, that no part of his speech, no part of his
fury, no part of his pathos, -no part of his invective
was called for by any passage or  sentiment in the
speech of my right honorable friend.    He says he
has heard my right honorable friend's speech with
surprise and regret.'   Sir, I have heard his with
-regret, bot no surprise.    I must regret at this cri-
sis, when we hear so much of the necessity of tem-
per, moderation, and a spirit of unanimity, to find
that there are men  on whom  all those qualities,
when evinced by their oponents, are lost and thrown
away.    I must regret to find that there are such
men and such tempers: that with them forbearance
begets irritation, candor is repaid by cant, and mo-
deration encourages insult.    I appeal to the house
whether or not the honorable gentleman's speech
justifies this observation.    I appeal to them whether
any part of my right honorable friend's speech can
justify the manner in which it has been attacked.
Mark the malice and the bitterness of the honorar
ble   gentleman's   insinuations.    He   is   graciously
pleased to admit that he does not believe that we
wish  this  country   to   be  actually conquered  by
France.    As one of the party to whom he has ad-
dressed himself, I bow with all possible gratitude
for this instance of his candor; but, says he, their
avowed hatred of the present administration is such,
that I believe they would not be displeased with that
sort of invasion that might throw a degree of dis-